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E D I TO R I A L S

BASIC SCIENCE INITIATIVE DEFEATED:
A CALAMITY FOR CALIFORNIA CITIZENS
Basic Science Initiative Was Not Approved

by California Electorate.-Voters who went to
the polls on November 3rd-through the ballots
they cast-laid the foundation for many surprises.
Not the least of these was the sad fate meted out
to the Basic Science Initiative (Proposition No.
3), for which, in 9,356, out of a total of the
State's 14,494 precincts, votes to the number of
1,002,352 were cast; a total of 385,444 votes hav-
ing been deposited in favor of the Basic Science
Act, with the greater total of 616,908 against it.
In other words, Proposition No. 3, according to
retunis available at the time of this writing, went
down to defeat by the massive number of 231,464
votes !*

* * *

How the California Counties Voted.-The
Basic Science Initiative was overwhelmed in
in nearly all sections of the State, the only counties
having a majority of votes in favor of the law that
would have made it mandatory for all healing-art
practitioners to have had preliminary education of
what may be said to be the equivalent of a full
high school course and one year of college work,
being listed below (with the favorable majority
-figures in parenthesis): Marin (61); San Benito
(57); San Francisco (16,065) ; San Mateo (112).

In Retrospect.-That so desirable an ad(li-
tion to the statutes as the Basic Science Act
should have been lost, with a majority of prac-
tically 500,000 or more votes cast against it-a
measure that would have made for greatet con-
servation of public health through supply of better
trained practitioners of all kinds-is so surprising
that it may be desirable to make further commenit.

* * *

State Association's Record Above Reproach.
-In relation to the California Medical Associa-
tion, no apologies -are made for sponsoring a law
that would have given to the citizens of Califor-
nia a better healing-art service, with greater pro-
tection of health and life.

It is unfortunate that the drafting of statutes
necessitates the use of legal phraseology that can
be distorted by specious interests. In the recent
campaign, some of the "Political Notices" against

* For a partial compilation of the vote on No. 3, by
counties, see in this issue, on page 335.



2CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE

the proposed Basic Science Law, and which, in
display form, appeared in the newspapers, reeked
with misstatements so sordid and far from the
truth, that one might have been tempted to think
that one was reading the text of a speech bv a
Bowery politician of former years.

* * *

Depths to Which a Smear Campaign Can
Descend.-Take, for instance, the numerous
quarter-page advertisements which carried a
photograph of Ray Lyman Wilbur, Chancellor
of Stanford University, with 'display text as
follows:
"The man who would be medical Dictator of Califor-

nia. Amazing facts from authenitic sources. Here are
actual photographs from the book, 'The Medical Trust
Unmasked,' by John L. Spivat,"
And so on, ad nauseam.
Now, to Californians and, also to the medical

profession and citizenry of the United States,
Ray Lyman Wilbur, M. D., Chancellor of Stan-
ford University, Chairman of the National CouIn-
cil on Medical Education and Hospitals. and
former Secretary of Commerce of the United
States, needs no defense. His record of achieve-
ment, from the time he began the practice of medi-
cine in Palo Alto through all the years which fol-
lowed, is an open book and is well known. That
the healing-art groups who opposed the Basic
Science Initiative should have found it necessary
to descend to the low levels evidenced by the im-
plications against Chancellor Wilbu'r and inserted
in the above and other statemiients and publica-
tions, may be a partial explanation of whv many
voters may have been misled-so that, being in
doubt, they cast their votes in the negative. (For
the information of readers who mav not have read
the "Political Notice" referred to, the text com-
ment appears in this issue in the News Depart-.
ment, on page 334.)
The appearance of these canards on the days

immediately preceding the election, plus extensive
mouthings of similar import over radio chains.
created a situation which the Public Health
League and those in charge of the campaign
found difficult to meet. For, self-understandingly,
organized medicine and dentistry, as represented
by their State organizations and their friends,
could not debase themselves by sponsoring similar
statements, to spike previously presented canards
and smears.

* * *

Policy for the Future.-Now as for the fu-
ture-in regard' to Basic Science objectives-
CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE has no
right to speak for the constituted C.M.A. authori-
ties of the present or the days to come. The edi-
tor is tempted to believe, however, that no imme-
diate effort will be made to resurrect the meas-
uire, 'and, for the following reasons: Nonsectarian
Doctors of' Medicine, through their sixty-seven
accredited schools of medicine, do not themselves
need a law~demanding; that all licentiates shall

have given prior evidence of education equivalent
to that comprehended in the work of a high school
course and one year of college work. The medi-
cal schools comprising the Association of Amer-
ican Medican Colleges for years have demanded
not only the above, but at least three instead of
one vear of college work. Standards of the accre-
dited medical schools of the United States are not
surpassed anywhere.

* * *

Cultist Groups Welcome to the Standards
They Have Set for Themselves.-If the cultist
groups of the healing-art are content to accept as
sufficient preliminary education for their licen-
tiates, 'reading, writing and ariythmetic" stand-
ard, oi- -no matter how high-sounding their cata-
log announcements may be-an elastic interpreta-
tion of high school or equivalent education, that
is their privilege. Such a policy will take them
just as far as that kind of comparative training
usuallv does in any walk of life. If victory for a
limited educational standard is consolation for
their ballot victory on November 3rd, sectarian
groups are welcome to it, even though it be not
for the good of the citizenry of California.

* * *

Full Reports Will be Made.-To carry on
the clean campaign of the medical and dental pro-
fessions, that was under the leadership of the
California Public Health League, it was neces-
sary for the Council of the California Medical
Association to allocate funds up to sixty thou-
sand dollars. That is a large sum of money, and
in view of the action of the California electorate,
it would now seem that it might have been put to
better use. However, at the Coronado and Del
Monte meetings, the House of Delegates of the
California Medical Association gave definite in-
structions to submit a Basic Science'Initiative to
the voters of California. The campaign was fully
on when the events of December 7, 1941, took
place, transforming conditions- into a wartime
set-up-a contingency that was not forseen by
the C.M;A. House of Delegates.
At the next meeting of the Council, full report

of the campaign will be made by the Association's
Executive Secretary, who co6perated with the
Public Health League, and in due course be pre-
sented to the House of Delegates at the annual
session to be held- in May, 1943.

* * *

Work Ahead is to Meet Other Responsi-
bilities.-So that for the present, as the pro-
fession takes up consideration of more immediate
responsibilities concerned with military, industrial
and civilian practice, it may be permissible for us
all, in relation to Proposition No. 3, to breathe for
it the prayer,
Requiescat in Pace.*

* A list of references to articles in CALIFORNIA AND
WESTERN -MEDICIRE, on Basic Science and Qualifying Cer-
tificat.e laws appeared in the issue of August, 1941, on
page 104. .A brief historical outline was.giyen in the same
number on page 56.
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